IV                           INTRODUCTION".

ses of our Indian population, render such &
result much too probable. Yet these evils
may be remedied by a few changes, which
shall in no way shake the general principles
of our Eastern Government.

This unfavourable picture is not general-
ly believed to be a true one; and so great
is the weight attached at present to the opi-
nions of those who contend on the opposite
side of the question, that few have been
found daring enough to judge for them-
selves; or to credit what they themselves
might daily witness, because all was found
at variance with the doctrine of great au-
thorities. It is, therefore, no small degree
of presumption in a young man to dispute
the propriety of arrangements which time
ought to have matured, and experience
sanctioned as the best. What I. am about
to state will, perhaps, plead my excuse. I
entered on the duties of my profession as a
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